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Alessia Rollo
Alessia Rollo is born in South Italy in 1982. She 
studied visual communication at Milan University 
and obtained a Master in “Creative Photography” 
in 2009 at EFTI in Madrid.
She participated in solo and group exhibitions in 
Spain, Italy and Brazil. 
Her work has been displayed in Mia Photo Fair 
Milano, Urban Layers Triennale of Milano; Set up of 
Bologna; Bitume Photofest in Malaga, Thessaloniki 
and Lecce: Museum of history of Lecce; “Si fest off” 
Savignano: Galeria Mascate, Brasil; Galeria Cero 
Madrid; “Shangai Photofestival”, Shangai.
She was selected for the international art residency 
Default – Masterclass in residence in 2011, MO.ta 
in Ljubljana in 2013 and Biennale of Young Artists 
of the Mediterranean in 2015 and nominated as 
finalist of Lens Exposure Award 2018.

Fata Morgana
Fata Morgana is the name of a complex mirage that 
distorts objects and then fades very quickly. The Fata 
Morgana is visible from my region in the southern part 
of Italy, Salento, and it gives the illusion to see Albanian 
mountains from the Adriatic Sea: but to me it represents 
a powerful metaphor of our contemporary geopolitical 
situation.
Salento, like all of Europe, has recently become a false 
place of wonder and hope for people who are fleeing 
from Africa or Meddle East: but the pictures taken by 
photo-reporters and showed on newspapers often 
reduce migrants lives and histories to few and common 
stereotypes.
This project represents my willingness to create a 
visual complexity around these topics so relevant in the 
contemporary European scenario but as well to think 
about the role of photographers, which are powerful 
producers of meanings, ideas and opinions.
During the next 2 years I’ve worked on other topics 
connected with this phenomena as the clandestine 
migration and the exploitation of seasonal workers, 
offering a new conception of them, esthetically less 
dramatic but not less significant.

Fata Morgana includes very different style and gender: 
portraits of foreign people who live and work in a legal 
or illegal way in my region, documentary pictures of the 
landscape, some mise en scène, still life etc.
This project is a storytelling in between realty and fiction, 
a way to underline the impossibility of represent is still an 
hide history of our society.
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