
Valeria Cherchi
Some of you killed Luisa

ITALIAN PARTICIPATION



Valeria Cherchi
Valeria Cherchi is a photographer based in 
Milan. She was born and raised in Sardinia, 
Italy.
She graduated from the Sapienza University 
of Rome and did a Masters at the University of 
the Arts, London researching the intersection 
between the personal, documentary 
photography and fashion. In 2016 she 
attended a one year Masterclass mentored 
by Simon Norfolk at the ISSP working on how 
to photograph history.
Her work over the past years has been 
themed around the meaning of the ‘unspoken’ 
within different social issues. Her research is 
driven by the need of exploring memories 
and history connected to her personal 
experience. She is interested in true and 
tangible character-driven stories, often told 
by combining photography and text.
In her most recent project ‘Some of you 
killed Luisa,’ she examines small Sardinian 
communities as an example of a civil context 
that has opted to shape its social structure 
by choosing omerta.

In 2018 Valeria was named in British Journal 
of Photography’s annual ‘Ones to Watch’.

2018 # Nikon-NOOR Academy, masterclass with Bénédicte 
Kurzen, Sanne De Wilde, & Francesco Zizola
2018 # Fact Checking, workshop with Nicolas Niarchos
2016-17 # ISSP International Masterclass, mentored by 
Simon Norfolk
2013 # MA Fashion Photography
University of the Arts London
2010 # BA in Industrial Design and Visual Communication
The Sapienza University of Rome

Education

2019 # LOOKING ON, MAR – Museo d’Arte della città di 
Ravenna – IT
2018 # FUTURES NARRATIVES, Unseen – Amsterdam, NL
2018 # GPF2018, Guernsey Photography Festival – UK
2018 # SO FAR, Landskrona Photo Festival – SE
2018 # FUTURES (Projection), PhotoESPAÑA – Madrid, ES
2018 # BJP Ones To Watch, Copeland Gallery – London, UK
2018 # SHOWOFF, Krakow Photomonth – Krakow, PL
2018 # ACTIVISM – Fotografia Europea – Reggio Emilia, IT
2016 # MODUS OPERDANDI – Milan, IT
2015 # SIFEST OFF, Savignano Immagini Festival – IT
2015 # OF PEOPLE AND PLACES – London, UK
2013 # I USED TO (Solo) – Fondazione Logudoro Meilogu, 
Museo d’Arte Contemporanea FLM. Banari, IT
2013 # SALON13 – Photofusion. London, UK
2013 # MA13, London College of Fashion – London, UK
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Some of you killed Luisa
Some of you killed Luisa is a photo-text project that in general, shows the problems of living in areas bounded by omerta.

16th June 1992: The upper part of a human ear is found by a priest on a mountainous road in Barbagia, central Sardinia. A 
young boy, Farouk Kassam, is spending his fifth month in a hidden cave, held captive by a group of masked strangers. The 
balconies in my village are clad with white blankets, a symbol of solidarity with the mutilated, kidnapped boy. We are about the 
same age, just six years old. Like most kids, I am also terrified of being taken away from my home.

Eleven years later, Luisa Manfredi was shot dead on the balcony of her home. She was 14 years old and the daughter of Matteo 
Boe, Farouk’s kidnapper. No-one was ever charged or convicted for her murder, which remains a mystery till this day.

In my homeland, the island of Sardinia, between the 1960s and the 1990s almost 200 people were kidnapped for ransom. The 
Sardinian bandits, known as ‘Anonima sequestri sarda,’ followed a set of unwritten rules called Il Codice barbaricino (The 
Barbagian code). Where the power of the state falls short, a rough justice-in-parallel served through the code, preserved the 
honour and the dignity of the individual.

By defining the parts of the story that are reliable, I draw on several sources: archival material from news broadcasts related to 
kidnapping cases, historical and anthropological evidence, statistics, my own photographs from the research process, screen 
shots from family videos as well as photographs inspired by the memories and stories of the kidnapped.

How to tell a story bound by uncertainty? How to talk about histories that are just partially ended?

With this work, I propose to look at the reasons that depict the absence of truths, instead of seeking the truth itself. I examine 
small Sardinian communities as an example context that has opted to shape its social structure by choosing silence and omerta.

It starts with a personal research of the small and closed communities of the island, weighed down by a past of isolation and 
colonisation. It then progresses to an individual level, reflecting over the desperation of two mothers: one unable to control the 
fate of her young kidnapped son, and the other unable to find justice for her murdered daughter; they both conducted public 
and extreme actions with the intent of breaking the silence; implicating the wider community.

The outcome of this work is an examination where visual material and texts develop simultaneously and state the importance 
of myself as a witness of a community bound by the ever-present law of omerta.
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